PHIL 1000: Introduction to Philosophy
Syllabus

Spring 2011
Instructor





Office Hours: T & Th 12:30pm-2:00pm at
Matt Pike
 

     


Buchanan’s Coffee (on the hill) or by
Matthew.pike@colorado.edu 
appointment.
Course website: http://www.matt-pike.com/teaching/courses/phil1000spr11/  

Username & Password:

What Is This Class About?

This is a course in philosophy, designed to give you a basic understanding of the sorts of things that contemporary philosophers are thinking about.  At the same time, the course should give you some of the tools that you will need in order to think critically and rationally, better argue for what you believe, and investigate basic philosophical questions.  The course is divided into three sections:

First Unit: Logic and Epistemology: Epistemology is the study of knowledge.  We’ll study reasoning and critical thinking, and ask the following sorts of questions: Can we trust our senses? Are we dreaming right now?  How would we know if we weren’t?  What does it mean to “know” something, anyway?  

Second Unit:  Metaphysics: Metaphysics is the study of what exists and what the world is like. What is it that makes us continue to exist over time?  Do we have souls?  Do we have free will? Does God exist? Is time travel possible? Could I travel back in time and kill my own ancestor?

Third Unit: Ethics: We’ll begin this unit by looking at some of the major views about the nature of morality.  From there, we will learn how specific ethical issues are tackled by ethicists.  We will consider a specific example of a moral issue, namely whether it is morally permissible for us to ignore world hunger. At the end of this unit, we will turn our attention to examining what, if anything, is the meaning of life.
Required Texts

Reason and Responsibility, 14th Edition; Joel Feinberg and Russ Shafer-Landau, eds.

2010, Thomson Wadsworth Publishing; ISBN: 978-1-4390-4694-4
Required readings not found in Reason and Responsibility (R&R) will be posted under “Schedule and Readings” as .pdf files (pdf) on the course website. 
Course Requirements

It is crucial to your success in this class that you attend and participate regularly.

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following:
1. Exams (50%).  An exam will be administered for each of the first two units (25% each).
2. Papers (30%):  

· Paper 1: You will be required to write a short paper (approx. 2-3 pages) early in the semester worth 10% of your grade; and, 

· Paper 2:  You will be required to write a longer final paper (4-7 pages) at the end of the semester worth 20% of your grade.  Paper topics and info TBA at a later date.
3. Pop Quizzes (20%).  You will take a total of 8 UNANNOUNCED short reading quizzes.  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped; i.e., your 7 best scores will constitute your quiz grade. NO MAKE-UP QUIZZES will be provided without proof of emergency.
4. Participation. Borderline grades (which happen more often than you’d think) will depend on your ability to come to class (on time and prepared), participate in class discussion, and refrain from being disruptive, falling asleep, sending text messages or surfing the internet.
You may be afraid of speaking up in class. Don’t be! Join in on the discussion, ask any questions you may have and don’t worry about what others may think; everything will be fine, and the class will be much more helpful and more enjoyable for everyone involved!

Policies and Other Thoughts 

Plagiarism is copying someone else’s work (including Wikipedia!) and turning it in under your own name, without adequate citation of the source(s). Plagiarism is morally wrong because (1) the plagiarist is lying about whose work is being turned in, and (2) it gives the plagiarist an unfair prima facie academic advantage over those who play by the rules and don’t plagiarize. I am a very attentive grader, use “Turn it in”, among other techniques, to look for plagiarism, and it is VERY likely that you will get caught. If I catch you plagiarizing, I’ll turn you over to the Honors Code people and they’ll make your life miserable. So just don’t do it.   In case this is not clear enough- DO NOT PLAGIARIZE. 

Respectful Behavior: Students are expected to treat all participants of this class with the utmost care and respect.  If a student instigates or participates in disrespectful behaviors, that student will be asked to leave the class and will be considered absent from class. If a student is continuously disruptive, I will seek that student’s dismissal from the course. 

Students are expected to refrain from disrespectful behaviors, examples include:  

· Talking or communicating to other persons while I, or someone else, is talking;
· Making fun of your classmates, guest lecturers, or the teacher;

· Sleeping; 
· End of Class Preparations: PLEASE do not start to pack your books, put away papers, or anything else that can be noticed until the class is dismissed.  
· End of Class Timeframes: If I have not dismissed you when the allotted class time has ended, please raise your hand and inform me that the class time is over; I certainly wish to respect your time.  

Due Dates: Papers and assignments are due in class on the date(s) noted in the most current version of your course syllabus.  Late/make-up assignments will NOT be accepted, except in extreme AND properly documented situations.  
Hardcopy Paper Presentation: All papers should be typed, double-spaced, and *stapled* with 12-point font and one inch margins.  

Electronic Devices:  

· Cell Phones: Please remember to turn your phone off (no ringer/no vibration) before entering class.

· Ipods: Please stow any Ipods or similar devices before class begins. 

· Laptops: Laptops should only be used for note taking. If you are discovered to be using a laptop for anything other than taking notes, you will be asked to leave class for the remainder of period. 

Office Hours: Make use of my office hours! I am happy to talk about anything remotely philosophy-related with you, even things not directly related to the course. I will not use my office hours or my email to fill you in on what happened in lecture, unless you have a documented and serious reason for being absent. If you miss a class, ask one of your classmates for notes/help. If, on the other hand, you simply didn’t understand what happened during lecture, I will be happy to discuss it with you!
Grades: I will be happy to discuss your grade with you during office hours or by appointment, but will NOT discuss grades on the day papers/assignments are returned.

How To Do Well In This Course 
This course will be fun! If you want to succeed in it, you need to do the following things: 

1) DO ALL OF THE READING (you will not get a good grade in this course without reading the material).

2) DO ALL OF THE READING AGAIN (reading philosophy is hard. In my courses, I tried to read everything at least twice, but optimally three times, before attending class, and then I usually revisited readings after class). 

3) ATTEND ALL CLASSES throughout the semester. 

4) DO NOT WRITE PAPERS THE NIGHT BEFORE THEY ARE DUE (Writing philosophy is also hard; it requires a lot of thought. You are going to need time to process the material, figure out what your thesis is, etc. Seriously: this isn’t a good course to procrastinate in. We’ll talk more about how to write philosophy papers when your first paper is assigned, but this is really the most important thing to avoid, in my opinion). 

5) I REPEAT: MAKE USE OF MY OFFICE HOURS.

6) WHEN YOU GET A PAPER BACK, READ MY COMMENTS THOROUGHLY! 

And finally, don’t expect to automatically get an A in this course, even if you are used to getting As in most courses—i.e. even if you do all of the above things. Philosophy is rigorous, and difficult. It’s not busy work or sitting around sharing your feelings. In addition to evaluating whether you have done the readings, attended lecture, and thought deeply and critically about the issues raised in the course, I will consider the following: how well you develop arguments, how much creativity you demonstrate, and finally (and importantly), how much your philosophical skills develop over the semester. 

Please note- the policies for this class concerning honor code, disability accommodation, religious observances, classroom behavior, and discrimination and harassment are the same as the official CU policies, which can be found at www.colorado.edu .

Schedule

Below is a tentative schedule of what topics we will cover, and what reading(s) you should complete BEFORE each class meeting.  Please note the exam dates as well as the due date for the papers.

UNIT ONE: EPISTEMOLOGY, LOGIC, AND CRITICAL THINKING

T, Jan. 11
Lecture Topic: About this course—An Intro to Intro to Philosophy



Reading assignment: None

R, Jan. 13
What is Philosophy, and why study it?

Reading:  Russell, “The Value of Philosophy” (R&R:11-14 or available at:     http://www.skepdic.com/russell.html )

T, Jan. 18
Logic (soundness and validity)



Reading: Layman, “Logic”   (pdf)
R, Jan. 20
Logic (fallacies)



Reading:  Schick & Vaughn, “Informal Fallacies”   (pdf)

“Logical Fallacies: a beginner’s guide”  (pdf)



Optional humorous reading: Dave Barry “How to Win an Argument”



Paper #1 Topic Assigned

T, Jan. 25
Descartes- Knowledge, Skepticism, and the Method of Doubt

Reading: Descartes, “Meditations on First Philosophy” meditations 1-2 (R&R: 184-191)

Suggested film: “Inception”
R, Jan. 27
Skepticism- Do we know that we have a physical body?


Reading: Pollock, “A Brain in a Vat” (pdf, not the version in R&R)

Suggested film: “The Matrix” or “The 13th Floor”

T, Feb. 1 
**PAPER #1 DUE** (10% of grade) 

How do we decide what to believe?



Reading: Chisholm- “The Problem of the Criterion” (R&R: 160-166)
R, Feb. 3
What is knowledge?

Readings: Plato, Knowledge as Justified True Belief (R&R: 167-171)

Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?” (R&R: 171-173)
T, Feb. 8
TBA

R, Feb. 10 
**Unit One EXAM** (25% of grade)
UNIT TWO: METAPHYSICS

T, Feb. 15 
Parfit, “Divided Minds and the Nature of Persons” (R&R: 381-386)

Suggested film: “Blade Runner”
R, Feb. 17 
Personal Identity 

Reading: Dennett, “Where am I?”  (R&R: 386-394)

T, Feb. 22
The Mind-Body Problem- What is the mind, and is it non-physical?



Reading: Churchland, “The Ontological Problem” (pdf  p.7-21)


Suggested film: “Freaky Friday”

R,  Feb. 24
The Mind-Body Problem (continued)



Reading: Churchland, “The Ontological Problem” (pdf p.23-35)


T, Mar. 1
The Mind-Body Problem (continued)



Reading: Churchland, “The Ontological Problem” (pdf p.36-49)
Suggested film: “Transformers”

Optional fun reading: Matt Pike’s Transformers paper: “Can Metal Be Mental?”

R,  Mar. 3
Free will- Do we have it, or are our actions determined?



Reading: Van Inwagen, “Freedom of the Will” (R&R: 421-430)


Suggested film: “Groundhog Day”

T, Mar. 8
Is time travel possible?

Reading: David Lewis, “Paradoxes of Time Travel” (pdf)
Suggested films: “Back to the Future” or “Primer”

R, Mar. 10
A Teleological argument for God’s existence



Reading: Collins, “The Fine-Tuning Design Argument” (pdf)


“Run Lola Run”  (Multiverses…)

T, Mar. 15
The Problem of Evil argument against God’s existence



Reading: Tooley, selections from “The Problem of Evil” (online)

Suggested film: “Star Trek T.N.G.: Q Who” (or any episode with Q)

R, Mar. 17
**Unit Two EXAM** (25% of grade)
T, Mar. 22 
Spring Break- No class
R, Mar. 24 
Spring Break- No class
T, Mar. 29 
TBA

UNIT THREE: VALUES/ETHICS, AND THE MEANING OF LIFE

R, Mar. 31 
Divine Command Theory- Is God the source of morality?



Reading: Shafer-Landau, “Does Ethical Objectivism Require God?” (pdf)
T, Apr. 5
Cultural Relativism 
Reading: Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” (pdf)
Suggested film: “Apocalypto”

R, Apr. 7
Utilitarianism


Readings: Mill, “Utilitarianism” excerpt (pdf)


Greene, “Moral Dilemmas and ‘The Trolley Problem’” (pdf)


Suggested film: “Sophie’s Choice”

T, Apr. 12
Utilitarianism (problems)



Reading: Rachels “The Debate over Utilitarianism” (pdf)



Suggested film: “The Village” or any of the “Saw” series

R, Apr. 14
Deontology

Reading: Ross, “What Makes Right Actions Right?” excerpt (R&R: 610-616)



Suggested film: “Watchmen”

T, Apr. 19
Applied ethics- World hunger
Reading: Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” (R&R: 630-636)
*PAPER TOPIC ASSIGNED*

R, Apr. 21
The Meaning of Life 


Reading: Taylor, “The Meaning of Life” (R&R: 675-681)


Suggested film: “The Razor’s Edge”

T, Apr. 26
The Meaning of Life (continued)

Reading:  Nagel, “The Absurd” (R&R: 681-687)


Suggested film: “I (heart) Huckabees”

R, Apr. 28
The Meaning of Life (continued)

Reading: TBA



Suggested film: “Monty Python and the Meaning of Life”

Final exam:
**Final Paper DUE by Tuesday May 3rd, 7:30pm** (20% of grade)
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