PHIL 1000: Introduction to Philosophy
Syllabus

Spring 2018
Instructor:





Office Hours: MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm  
Dr. Matt Pike
 

     


at Innisfree Coffee (on The Hill).
Matthew.pike@colorado.edu 





Course website: http://www.mattpike.com/teaching/courses/phil1000spring2018/ 
Username &  Password: ((((given out in class))))
What Is This Class About?

This is a course in philosophy, designed to give you a basic understanding of the sorts of things about which contemporary philosophers are thinking.  At the same time, the course should give you some of the tools that you will need in order to think more critically and rationally, better argue for what you believe, and investigate basic philosophical questions.  The course is divided into three sections:

First Unit: Logic and Epistemology: Epistemology is the study of knowledge.  We’ll study reasoning, logic, and critical thinking, and ask the following sorts of questions: Can we trust our senses? Are we dreaming right now?  How would we know if we weren’t?  What does it mean to “know” something, anyway?  

Second Unit:  Metaphysics: Metaphysics is the study of what exists and what the world is like. Do we have souls? What is a mind?  Do we have free will? Does God exist? Is time travel possible? Could I travel back in time and kill my own ancestor?

Third Unit: Ethics: We’ll begin this unit by looking at some of the major views about the nature of morality.  From there, we will learn how specific ethical issues are tackled by ethicists.  We will consider a specific example of a moral issue, namely whether it is morally permissible for us to ignore world hunger. At the end of this unit, we will turn our attention to examining what, if anything, is the meaning of life.
Required Readings
All required readings and videos will be posted on the course website.

Optionally, you may want to purchase the below book on Amazon, etc.
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Hales, Steven D., This is Philosophy: An Introduction. 
Wiley-Blackwell, 2012.
· ISBN: 978-0470658833            
Course Requirements

It is crucial to your success in this class that you attend and participate regularly.

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following:
1. Exams (65%).  There will be a mid-term (30%) and a cumulative final exam (35%).
2. Pop Quizzes (20%).  You will take a total of 9 UNANNOUNCED short reading quizzes at the beginning of some classes.  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped; i.e., your 8 best scores will constitute your quiz grade. NO MAKE-UP QUIZZES will be provided.
3. Assignments and Participation (15%). There will be various short assignments (such as short response papers, generating questions about the readings, etc.) throughout the semester (both in-class and take-home). Combined with participation, these assignments will constitute the last portion of your grade. Your participation grade will depend on your ability to come to class (on time and prepared), participate in class discussion, and refrain from being disruptive, falling asleep, sending text messages or surfing the internet. Attendance may be taken periodically throughout the semester, and will also be factored into this part of your grade.
Policies and Other Thoughts 
Respectful Behavior: Students are expected to treat all participants of this class with the utmost care and respect.  If a student instigates or participates in disrespectful behaviors, that student will be asked to leave the class and will be considered absent from class. If a student is continuously disruptive, I will seek that student’s dismissal from the course. 

Students are expected to refrain from disrespectful behaviors, examples include:  

· Talking or communicating to other persons while I, or someone else, is talking;

· Making fun of your classmates, guest lecturers, or the teacher;

· Sleeping; 

· End of Class Preparations: PLEASE do not start to pack your books, put away papers, or anything else that can be noticed until the class is dismissed.  

· End of Class Timeframes: If I have not dismissed you when the allotted class time has ended, please raise your hand and inform me that the class time is over; I certainly wish to respect your time.  

Electronic Devices:  

· Electronic devices, including laptops, tablets, and cell phones are NOT ALLOWED in class.

· Laptop use causes too many problems in class and so laptops cannot be used. 

· Cell Phones: Please remember to turn your phone off (no ringer/no vibration). 
· YOU WILL LOSE POINTS AND BE ASKED TO LEAVE CLASS EVERYTIME YOU USE AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE DURING CLASS! 
Office Hours: Make use of my office hours! I am happy to talk about anything remotely philosophy-related with you, even things not directly related to the course. I will not use my office hours or my email to fill you in on what happened in lecture, unless you have a documented and serious reason for being absent. If you miss a class, ask one of your classmates for notes/help. If, on the other hand, you simply didn’t understand what happened during lecture, I will be happy to discuss it with you!

Official Statements
Classroom Behavior Statement: Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.  For more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct.

Disabilities Statement: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services website (www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students).  Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for further assistance.  If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Medical Conditions under the Students tab on the Disability Services website and discuss your needs with your professor.
Religious Observances Statement: Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.

See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details.

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Statement: The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation against or by any employee or student.  CU’s Sexual Misconduct Policy prohibits sexual assault, sexual exploitation, sexual harassment, intimate partner abuse (dating or domestic violence), stalking or related retaliation. CU Boulder’s Discrimination and Harassment Policy prohibits discrimination, harassment or related retaliation based on race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct under either policy should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127. Information about the OIEC, the above referenced policies, and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation can be found at the OIEC website. 
Honor Code Statement: All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy. Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized access to academic materials, clicker fraud, resubmission, and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found responsible for violating the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code Council as well as academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the academic integrity policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 

Schedule

Below is a tentative schedule of what topics we will cover, and what reading(s) you should complete BEFORE each class meeting.  Please note the exam dates.
(All documents are available on course website.) 
	M, Jan 15
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day- No Class
Suggested Video: “I Have a Dream” speech


	W, Jan 17
	Lecture Topic: About this course—An Intro to Intro to Philosophy
Reading assignment: None

	F, Jan 19
	A Brief Intro to Philosophy and its Methods
Reread course syllabus
Required Video (1.5 hrs)- “History of the World”
Read:This is Philosophy “Preface”

	M, Jan 22
	UNIT ONE: EPISTEMOLOGY, LOGIC, AND CRITICAL THINKING
Philosophy and its Methods, Critical Thinking
Reading: Haskins “Critical Thinking”
Suggested film: Idiocracy

	W, Jan 24
	Logic (validity and soundness)
Reading: Layman, “Logic Ch.1”  
Suggested TV show: “Sherlock” or “Elementary”

	F, Jan 26
	Logic- Continued
Re-read: Layman, “Logic Ch.1” 

	M, Jan 29
	Logic- continued
Reading: TBA 
Suggested  humorous reading: Dave Barry “How to Win an Argument”

	W, Jan 31
	Informal Fallacies
Reading: Informal Fallacies 
Short Video: http://deadgentlemen.com/2004/10/31/campaign-ad/

	F, Feb 2
	Finish Informal Fallacies **Homework Assignment Given Out**


	M, Feb 5
	Epistemology- Truth, Evidence and Knowledge
Reading:This Is Philosophy Chapter 7, part I (p. 223-246) 

	W, Feb 7 
	Epistemology Activity Day
Reading: TBA

	F, Feb 9
	Knowledge, Skepticism, and the Method of Doubt
Reading: This Is Philosophy Chapter 7,  part II (p. 246-262) 
Required film: “The Matrix"
Suggested Reading: Descartes, “Meditations on First Philosophy” Meditations 1&2
Suggested film: “The 13th Floor”


	M, Feb 12
	Finish Epistemology and Skepticism
Suggested reading: Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?”
Suggested film: “Inception”

	W, Feb 14
	Topic and Reading: TBA

	F, Feb 16
	UNIT TWO: METAPHYSICS
Arguments for God’s existence
Reading: This Is Philosophy Ch. 3 (p. 63-95)
Video: (Preview- 10min) The God Delusion Debate—Lennox vs Dawkins
Suggested videos: Lennox vs. Dawkins Debate- Has Science Buried God?


 HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otrqzITuSqE" Lennox- God Does Exist
Suggested TV Show: Family Guy S8 Ep.1 "Road to the Multiverse"


	M, Feb 19
	Topic and Reading: TBA

	W, Feb 21
	Arguments against God’s existence- The Problem of Evil
Reading: This Is Philosophy Ch. 3 (p. 95-108)
Suggested Video (50 min): Dawkins- The Root of All Evil

	F, Feb 23
	Finish Problem of Evil- objections and responses
Humerous(?) Reading: Flying Spaghetti Monster 
Suggested film: “Star Trek T.N.G.: Q Who” (or any episode with Q)


	M, Feb 26
	Free will- Do we have it, or are our actions determined?
Reading:  This Is Philosophy Ch. 4
Video: Sam Harris- Free Will (1hr- not required to watch Q&A) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FanhvXO9Pk

	W, Feb 28
	Topic and Reading: TBA

	F, Mar 2
	**MID-TERM EXAM** 


	M, Mar 5
	UNIT THREE: VALUES/ETHICS, MORALITY, AND THE MEANING OF LIFE
Ethics, Egoism, and Individual Relativism
Reading: This Is Philosophy Chapter 1 ( p.1-6 & p.10-18)

	W, Mar 7
	Cultural Relativism (continued)
Reading: Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 
Suggested film: “Avatar”

	F, Mar 9
	Cultural Relativism (continued)
Suggested film: “Enemy Mine”


	M, Mar 12
	Topic and Reading: TBA

	W, Mar 14
	Divine Command Theory- Is God the source of morality?
Reading: Shafer-Landau, “Does Ethical Objectivism Require God?”

	F,  Mar 16
	DCT and the Euthyphro Dilemma
Reading: TBA


	M, Mar 19
	Normative Ethics: Utilitarianism
Reading: This Is Philosophy Ch. 2 (p. 27-42) 
Video: “The Trolley Problem” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fs0E69krO_Q
Suggested film: “Sophie’s Choice” or “Ender’s Game”

	W, Mar 21
	Utilitarianism continued
Strongly Suggested Reading: Mill- Utilitarianism (excerpt)
Suggested Reading: Judith Jarvis Thomson "The Trolley Problem"

	F, Mar 23
	Objections to Utilitarianism
Reading: Rachels “The Debate over Utilitarianism”
Suggested TV show: “Dexter”


	M, Mar 26
	Spring Break- no class

	W, Mar 28
	Spring Break- no class

	F, Mar 30
	Spring Break- no class


	M, Apr 2
	Responses to Objections to Utilitarianism
Reading: re-read Rachels “The Debate over Utilitarianism” 
Ursula K. Le Guin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”
Optional Video: Sam Harris - What can science tell us about morality?
http://www.ted.com/talks/sam_harris_science_can_show_what_s_right.html

	W, Apr 4
	Finish Utilitarianism and Objections
**Homework assignment given**

	F, Apr 6
	Topics and Reading TBA


	M, Apr 9
	**Homework assignment due**
Applied ethics- Poverty and World Hunger
Reading: Peter Singer, excerpt from "Life You Can Save"
Poverty Facts and Stats
Foreign Aid Infographic
Suggested Video: Sobering Stats on Poverty

	W, Apr 11
	Applied ethics- Poverty and World Hunger (continued)
Reading: Singer, “Famine, Affluence, and Morality”
Video (short): Key and Peele “Save a Child"

	F, Apr 13
	Singer- continued
Reading TBA 

	M, Apr 16
	Deontology
Reading: This Is Philosophy Ch. 2 (p. 42-52)
Suggested film: “Watchmen”

	W, Apr 18
	Deontology continued
Reading: Onora O'Neill "A Simplified Account of Kant's Ethics"

	F, Apr 20
	Virtue Ethics
Reading: This Is Philosophy  Ch. 2 (p. 52-61)
Short excerpt from Ben Franklin's Autobiography 
Suggested films: Gandalf in “Lord of the Rings” or Dumbledore in “Harry Potter”


	M, Apr 23
	Finish Ethics
Reading TBA

	W, Apr 25
	The Meaning of Life
Reading: Susan Wolf, “Meaning in Life” 
Stronlgy suggested film: “Meet Joe Black”

	F, Apr 27
	The Meaning of Life (continued)
Reading: Taylor, “The Meaning of Life” 


	M, Apr 30
	Happiness and the Meaning of Life (continued)
Video: Randy Pausch- “Last Lecture”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Arnrxle4Gw
Suggested film: “Monty Python and the Meaning of Life”


	W, May 2
	Topic TBA
Reading: United Nations- “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”


	FINAL EXAM
	on official day scheduled by Registrar’s office (Posted in your mycuinfo)
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