PHIL 3600: Philosophy of Religion
Spring 2018
Instructor





Office Hours: MWF 1:30pm-2:20pm
Dr. Matt Pike
 

     



Matthew.pike@colorado.edu 
Office Location: Innisfree Coffee on the Hill
Course website: http://www.mattpike.com/teaching/courses/phil3600spring2018/ 

Username & Password: ((((given out in class))))
What Is This Class About?

This class is not a course that compares various religions. Nor is it one that studies a particular religion or its history. Instead, this course will look at some central philosophical issues that relate to religious topics, especially as found in the major Western religions. We will work to gain a better understanding of God’s nature and attributes, consider what role evidence should play in shaping belief in God, and spend a considerable amount of time examining various influential philosophical arguments (both classical and contemporary) for and against the existence of God.
One of the central aims of this class is to develop your critical thinking skills and give you the opportunity to practice evaluating complex ideas while forming your own views. As such, the course will involve a fair amount of class discussion, with less lecturing than some traditional university courses. This will require you to prepare for each class ahead of time by completing the readings assigned for that day, so that you can contribute to the class discussion and various group activities in a meaningful way.

You may be afraid of speaking up in class. Don’t be! Join in on the discussion, ask any questions you may have and don’t worry about what others may think. Everything will be fine, and because of your input, the class will be much more helpful and more enjoyable for everyone involved!

Required Textbook and Readings
There is no required textbook for this course. Readings will be posted on the course website as .pdf or .doc files. There will also be some videos and web articles assigned.
Course Requirements
It is crucial to your success in this class that you attend and participate regularly.

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following:
1. Exams (50%).  There will be a mid-term and a cumulative final exam. (25% each).
2. Paper (30%).  You will write one argumentative paper (probably 5-9 pages in length) for this class toward the end of the semester. Topics and further details will be announced later. Papers must be turned in on time.
3. Quizzes, Homework and In-Class Assignments and Participation (20%). There will be various pop quizzes (unannounced and no make-ups allowed!), short take-home or in-class assignments (such as short response papers, generating questions about the readings, etc.) throughout the semester. Combined with participation, these assignments will constitute the last portion of your grade. Your participation grade will depend on your ability to come to class (on time and *prepared*), participate in class discussion, and refrain from being disruptive, falling asleep, sending text messages or surfing the internet. Attendance may be taken periodically throughout the semester, and will also be factored into this part of your grade.
Policies and Other Thoughts 
Respectful Behavior: Students are expected to treat all participants of this class with the utmost care and respect.  If a student instigates or participates in disrespectful behaviors, that student will be asked to leave the class and will be considered absent. If a student is continuously disruptive, I will seek that student’s dismissal from the course. 

Students are expected to refrain from disrespectful behaviors, examples include:  

· Talking or communicating to other persons while I, or someone else, is talking;
· Making fun of your classmates, guest lecturers, or the teacher;

· Sleeping; 
· End of Class Preparations: PLEASE do not start to pack your books, put away papers, or anything else that can be noticed until the class is dismissed.  
· End of Class Timeframes: If I have not dismissed you when the allotted class time has ended, please raise your hand and inform me that the class time is over; I certainly wish to respect your time.  

Electronic Devices: Electronic devices, including laptops, tablets, and cell phones are NOT ALLOWED in class.
· Laptop use causes too many problems in class and so cannot be used. 

· Cell Phones: Please remember to turn your phone off (no ringer/no vibration). 

· YOU WILL LOSE POINTS AND BE ASKED TO LEAVE CLASS EVERYTIME YOU USE AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE DURING CLASS! 

Office Hours: Make use of my office hours! I am happy to talk about anything remotely philosophy-related with you, even things not directly related to the course. I will not use my office hours or my email to fill you in on what happened in lecture, unless you have a documented and serious reason for being absent. If you miss a class, ask one of your classmates for notes/help. If, on the other hand, you simply didn’t understand what happened during lecture, I will be happy to discuss it with you!
Official Statements
Classroom Behavior Statement: Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.  For more information, see the policies on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct.

Disabilities Statement: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services website (www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students).  Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for further assistance.  If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary Medical Conditions under the Students tab on the Disability Services website and discuss your needs with your professor.
Religious Observances Statement: Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance.

See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details.

Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Statement: The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to maintaining a positive learning, working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation against or by any employee or student.  CU’s Sexual Misconduct Policy prohibits sexual assault, sexual exploitation, sexual harassment, intimate partner abuse (dating or domestic violence), stalking or related retaliation. CU Boulder’s Discrimination and Harassment Policy prohibits discrimination, harassment or related retaliation based on race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct under either policy should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 303-492-2127. Information about the OIEC, the above referenced policies, and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding sexual misconduct, discrimination, harassment or related retaliation can be found at the OIEC website. 
Honor Code Statement: All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy. Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized access to academic materials, clicker fraud, resubmission, and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found responsible for violating the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code Council as well as academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the academic integrity policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 

Schedule (subject to change!)
Below is a tentative schedule of what topics we will cover, and what reading(s) you should complete BEFORE each class meeting. Please see the course website for the official current schedule.
	M, Jan 15
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day- No Class
Suggested Video: “I Have a Dream” speech


	W, Jan 17
	Lecture Topic: About this course—An Intro to Philosophy of Religion
Reading assignment: None

	F, Jan 19
	A Brief Intro to Philosophy, its Methods, and its Relation to Religion
Reread course syllabus

	M, Jan 22
	Thinking Critically and Avoiding Bias
Reading: Mike Huemer “Why People are Irrational about Politics”
Suggested film: Idiocracy

	W, Jan 24
	A Crash Course in Epistemology: Truth, Evidence and Knowledge
Reading:This Is Philosophy Chapter 7, part I (p. 223-246) 

	F, Jan 26
	A Crash Course in Logic (validity, soundness, etc.)
Reading: Pike "Logic Primer" 
Suggested reading: Layman, “Logic Ch.1”  
Suggested TV show: “Sherlock” or “Elementary”

	M, Jan 29
	God and Religion: Important Concepts and Definitions
Reading: TBA [To Be Announced]
Humerous(?) Reading: Flying Spaghetti Monster

	W, Jan 31
	Concepts and Definitions Continued 
Reading TBA

	F, Feb 2
	The Idea and Attributes of God
Reading: Rowe "The Idea of God"

	M, Feb 5
	Topic and Reading: TBA

	W, Feb 7 
	Arguments for God’s existence: Pragmatic Arguments
Reading: Colleges Should Teach Religion   

	F, Feb 9
	Arguments for God’s existence: Pragmatic Arguments-Pascal's Wager
Reading: Pascal "Pensées" (1669, excerpt) 


	M, Feb 12
	Pascal's Wager Continued
Reading: Alan Hajek SEP Article Pascal's Wager (section 1-3) 

	W, Feb 14
	Pascal's Wager Continued
Reading: finish Alan Hajek SEP (Section 4 to the end)

	F, Feb 16
	Finish Pascal's Wager
Reading: Ian Hacking “The Logic of Pascals Wager”


	M, Feb 19
	Ontological Argument
Reading: St. Anselm "Proslogion" (excerpt, 1077)
Gaunilo's reply "On Behalf of the Fool"
Anselms reply to Gaunilo

	W, Feb 21
	Ontological Argument: Responses
Readings: Kant: Critique of Pure Reason (excerpt)

	F, Feb 23
	Cosmological Argument
Reading: Craig, The Kalam Cosmological Argument”


	M, Feb 26
	Cosmological Argument: Responses
Reading: Mackie, “Critique of the Cosmological Argument.”

	W, Feb 28
	Topic and Reading TBA

	F, Mar 2
	**MID-TERM EXAM**


	M, Mar 5
	Teleological Argument
Reading William Paley- Natual Theology (excerpt)
Video (50min): Richard Dawkins The Blind Watch Maker

	W, Mar 7
	Teleological Argument: Fine-Tuning
Reading: Collins "The Fine-Tuning Design Argument"

	F, Mar 9
	Teleological Argument: Fine-Tuning Responses
Reading TBA
Video (4min): Richard Dawkins Darwinian Selection of Universes


	M, Mar 12
	Topics and Reading TBA

	W, Mar 14
	How to Write a Philosophy Paper

	F,  Mar 16
	Does Morality Require that God Exists?
Video: William Lane Craig vs Shelly Kagan Debate


	M, Mar 19
	Divine Command Theory and the Euthyphro Dilemma-Is God the source of morality?
Reading: Shafer-Landau, “Does Ethical Objectivism Require God?”
Video: Sam Harris on God and Morality

	W, Mar 21
	Morality without God
Reading: Louise Antony, "Good without God"
Video: Craig vs Antony Debate

	F, Mar 23
	Topics and Reading TBA


	M, Mar 26
	Spring Break- no class

	W, Mar 28
	Spring Break- no class

	F, Mar 30
	Spring Break- no class


	M, Apr 2
	Arguments against God’s Existence: Attribute Puzzles

	W, Apr 4
	Arguments against God’s Existence: Arguments from Scriptures, Science

	F, Apr 6
	The Problem of Evil
Reading: Michael Tooley SEP Article on Problem of Evil
Suggested Video (50 min): Dawkins- The Root of All Evil


	M, Apr 9
	The Problem of Evil continued
Reading TBA 

	W, Apr 11
	Problem of Evil- Objections and Responses
Reading: SEP section on Responses to Problem of Evil
Suggested film: “Star Trek T.N.G.: Q Who” (or any episode with Q)

	F, Apr 13
	The Problem of Evil Objections continued
Reading TBA 

	M, Apr 16
	Problem of Evil- Replies to Objections and Responses
Reading TBA

	W, Apr 18
	Do we have Free Will?
Video: Sam Harris- Free Will(1hr- not required to watch Q&A)

	F, Apr 20
	Topic and Reading TBA


	M, Apr 23
	Afterlife? Can our minds survive death?
Reading: Patricia Churchland “What should we expect when theorizing about consciousness?”

	W, Apr 25
	God and the Meaning of Life
Reading: Craig "The Absurdity of Life without God" 

	F, Apr 27
	Meaning of Life without God
Reading: Thomas Nagel "The Absurd" 
Suggested film: “Monty Python and the Meaning of Life”


	M, Apr 30
	More on the Meaning of Life
Reading: Susan Wolf, “Meaning in Life” 
Strongly suggested film: “Meet Joe Black”


	W, May 2
	Topic and Reading TBA


	FINAL EXAM
	on official day scheduled by Registrar’s office (Posted in your mycuinfo)
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